
Addition or Subtraction War 
 

 
 

• Using your deck of cards, play with a partner 

• Shuffle and deal all of the cards, face down, between the two players 

• Player 1 flips out two cards, and adds them up 

• Player 2 flips out two cards 

• The player with the highest sum gets to keep that round of cards 

• If matching sums occur, repeat until a sum is greater 

• Play continues until one player is out of cards or a timer sounds, in which 

case the player with the most cards wins 

• Variation 

o Play so that the player with the lowest sum gets to keep that round 

o Play with the number cards as a multiplication game (second graders) 
 


